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From the Rector

feel despondent. Another year older, an-
other year when what we hoped for or

|l onged for didnét cpm
year when the resolutions we were so dete
mined to keep ended up on the dust heap
just as they did in other years.

In December the Vestry and | met for a
speci al 06 of Weshanredtdianér, e
then sat around a comfortable room and just
began to tal k Q@uboomit | S
versation included stories of how and why
people had come to Ppt
why they stay.Our conversation included

both the things we consider to be wonderful
about St. Andrewds §s
we face.

Here we are again, arriving at that At the beginning of the conversation | told the

time of year for new beginnings. Vestry that regardless of where our conversa-
tion went that evening, we were not there to

How often have you drawn a line plot out solutions to our challenges/problems.

in the sand of your life and said, We were there just to BE with one another,

AiCome the New Y efg§ittogethgrand gplk in gnhonest and
mi ned t o charnygue OPenconversation. And whatamazed me

fill in the blank. And how many during the course of the evening was that |
times did you look back a year felt God was with us.| felt that God was not
later, or even a few days later, and only near but cared about what we were doing
feel as though you had failed? | and the things we strive for as a parish. When

know | certainl yWwejeH glthough weiag rot sojvgd any great.

New Year 6s Theam-o | Wehad yriyes..

ing of the calendar to another . _ ) _
year can make us hopeful, yes, | think what happened is that with no offi-

but it can just as easily makeus €1 al o6agendad per s¢g,

J
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conversation, accepting, respectful, and ap- Meeting. We God space and God came
preciative of one anaontelaer., We tdloindmk tkme wii
enteredAl t hough | di dn 6 tmeetinganll bez Ehe sedds aetstillintthe t
| believe that is what inspired the focus of my ground. Our nourishing of them is, of course,
Sunday sermon on the last Sunday in Advent. In  up to us.
that sermon | quoted author Kathleen Hirsch.

So I 6m th| nking that
Shewrites: A Tr ut hds vital demwe,Yetalre sb Relson iung o
center of everything, is its holiness. Without thall wrong.1 6 m t hi nki ng t ha
holy, Iife is dust é. d&pmanfertinthiseesy bomniyearjisdortake ¢
through from another realm and we are all those things that we struggle with, lay
changed. We need the awakenings that bridgiem out before God, and ask that God might
our fractured, hurried lives to something vast, come near. Inviting the Holy One to come
whole and not wholly knowable. This is what near to heal those things that need healing,
the Incarnation is about. The intensity of theseto inspire us in those things that need the
Vi si ons c an-@ven by the likes of tb@athraeddenergy of God, mighjust mean
Moses and Paul. But the visions make us awatteat our New Year might be the fresh
that our days are the altars of our lives. We caoreath of Spirit-filled air that we so desper-
lavish wonder on them or spill the wastes of oately need,sd¢ hat New Year 6
distracted days. Hopefully we will become mesre traded in for newness of life.
sengers of the heart, sending one another out
into the world in new awareness of the other God grant that we might all invite the Holy
real ms in which we | iOgedocomendartismevydare!| d. o

|l think thatoés what Hatfuly Mothet Beanett+ our | ast st

Sunday, January 8, 2012

e ¥ 5:00 pm
q' // z!m “\\\i Followed by coffee and dessert in Pears
/// m m (incense)

@'J‘wmf
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Avery heart f e ltotevefyond a
who has worked so hard to make our Ad-
vent-Christmas Season a very beautiful
and meaningful one.lt was wonderful to
see so many parishioners and visitors in at-
tendance forourannual A Ad v e n't
and CaThechos was truly amazing
and those in attendance were blessed by their
ministry to us.

Attendance was up from last year and
people seemed to really enjoy the opportu-
nity to just have refreshments and dessert
following that liturgy. While | am sure there
was less work than a dinner, | want to thank
Nancy Dickensand the ECW for orchestrat-
ing the food for that time together. The same
plan is in place for Epiphany Evensong,
January 8", at 5:00pm. It too will be fol-
lowed by light refreshments and dessert in
Pearson Hall.This is the time when we

6of ficiallyd close o
and move into the liturgical season of Epiph-
any. | hope to see just as many of you at this
beautiful service, as well; perhaps even

more!

The month of January is the time when we
really have to buckle down into the business
mode of operation in the parish; reports and
planning for the Annual Meeting, the Paro-
chial Report is readied for the Diocese and
National Church, and the Budgetis put into
place. All of that entails an enormous amount
of work for many people; not least of which

is the Treasurer and Finance Committee
who are given the task of trying to stretch a
dollar more than is sometimes possible

Ruminations from th
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Mdur fitvancialccommitment and pledge to
this parish is what keeps the wheels spin-
ning. Thanks to all who so generously give
of their Time, Treasure, and Talent to this
parish.

Lessons

A reminder that the Annual Meeting is
Sunday, January 22 following a com-
bined Eucharist at 9:00am only. At that
time we will gather for a Potluck Brunch
and our Annual Meeting. The snow date is
Sunday, January 29'.

The Vestry Nominating Committee has
worked hard to put together a list of nominees

to present to you at the Annual Meeting, |

know the Vestry joins me in thanking our re-
tiring Vestry members; Frank Sauermann,
Larry Reader, and Nancy Bracey.These
folks have served so
begin to tell you how much this has meant to

f ai

metpersbnhllg. Theytwill besmisseteosVesBye a's 0 n

And finally, &enyiEg

ans,who has done a wonderful job in his new
position of Parish Administrator. This has

not been without its struggles, as the computer
demons became energized shortly after Henry
took over. Hopefully the demons will soon be
exorcized and Henry will have smooth sailing.

Marian Smithson has been a big help to
Henry in terms of trying to keep him from
pulling his hair out or throwing the computer
out the window. Heaven knows | am helpless
in this department. However, | did tell Henry
that the first month
(Continued on Page 4)
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Rumi nati ons fro

the organ blew up, so | was and AM sympathetic.
Actually, it was the compressor, but it was still a
BIG deal in those days. But we survived.

Thanks also to everyone for many wonderful and
beautiful Christmas greetingsduring this holy
season. God bless you all.

VLB+

N
A AR Y hnnual

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 22. On that day, there will be one service at
9:00 a.m., followed by a potluck brunch and Annual Meeting. Reports and the approval of the 2012
Budget will occur at this meeting. Committee and ministry annual reports for 2011 are due to the
church office on Sunday, January 15 so copies can be prepared for the meeting.

You may submit your report by e-mail to andrewssec@sbcglobal.net or mail a paper copy to the
church office. Every member of the parish is encouraged to attend this important meeting. Child care
will be provided. A snow day has been scheduled for Sunday, January 29..

Monuments, Museums &

ECW Meeting, Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2012

On Wednesday, January 4, at 7:00 pm, The Episcopal Church Woman will
S meet for their first meeting of 2012. Candace Sauermann will be the fea-
ICE™ tured speaker. Her presentation will include a slide show and discussion of a
recent trip to Paris. The presentation highlights monuments, museums,
churches and attractions of The City of Lights ECW attendees are asked to
bring cheese and crackers.


mailto:andrewssec@sbcglobal.net
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Financial News

As of November 30--

$174,232 in general operating income was received plus

$ 5,450 other general operating income (talent sale, scrip profit, other).
($187,877) in general operating expenses were incurred through November.
2011 General operating expenses exceeded 2011 income by $8,194.
Mortgage balance is $126,787.23.

=A =4 -4 -8 4

It appears that, for the first time in recent years, we will not end the year in the black Some of the
unusual expenses this year included building repairs, retirement closeout for the parish secretary,
retroactive pension payments for clergy, and insurance increases. Funds from the Harmon endow-
ment, both income and principal, will be drawn down to cover the deficit.

The final payment for our new doors was sent to Scobis in early December, bringing total cost to
$9,960. Doors Campaign pledge payments totaled $13,180, leaving $3,220 that will be used for a
new entrance lighting and landscaping.

The Finance Committee held its first meeting to consider items for the 2012 budget on December
12. Work on the recommended 2012 budget will be completed at a second meeting of the Finance
Committee in early January and forwarded to the Vestry. Following review and any necessary
adjustment by the Vestry, the budget will be forwarded to the parish for

approval at the Annual Meeting on January 22.

A big Athank youo for the many

work of the Parish and its ministries! /f%
Marian Smithson, Parish Treasurer

Confirmatiotovember 20, 2011

At Bishop Daniel's visitation in November Karen Botz Geldert and Gail Ellen
Wojtowicz were "Received" into the Episcopal Church. Wonderful to have you
Karen and Gail!
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XYZ LuncheorCard Gro

Tuesday, January 10 Saturday, January 14

11: 30 am, at Al|flonzods 6Plipmpzeri a

2 Schiber Ct, Maryville
Saint Andrewds ¢ gr ol
XYZ meets on the second Tuesday of the second Saturday of each month.
each month. These gatherings are The evening begins with a pot luck
open to all parishioners and friends. dinner, followed by Euchre, Bridge
Attending XYZ is an excellent way to and Five Crowns. This month,
make new friends and enjoy a great Card group will meet at the home of
meal. For more information please call Gail Wojtowicz and Macie Boyd, 133
the church office at 618-656-1929. Cottage Drive, Edwardsville. Please
RSVP to kernalwojo@aol.com.

Souper Bowl Collection

Outreach is sponsoring the fifth annual Souper Bow! Collectiar

Our church is collecting canned soups, pasta, stew, etc. for the

Glen Ed Pantry. Collection dates will be Jan. 15, 22and 29.  "NJ0 ON€ GO€S HUNGRY"
Items should be placed in the collection box in Pearson Hall.

Attendance The Shiel

Decembet04 The official publication of

St. Andrewds Ep pal
Decembélrl’Bl Henry Evans, Editor

DeCembe]'_]]B You are invited to submit material

to the editor for publication
consideration. Material and calendar
Decem bel% items should be e-mailed to

andrewsadm@shbcglobal.net
Decembet 25

February issue deadlinei Jan.15.
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Julian of Norwich Prayer Group

For those who are new to St. Andrewods,
The Julian of Norwich Prayer Group is an intercessory prayer group dedicated to praying
for people, events and issues. We meet each Tuesday morning at 10:00 am for an hour all
year | ong. I f you are |l ooking for a gr t S

Contact a member of our group or use the box in the hallway going into the par-
ish hall to request prayers.

APrayer i s whe

John Wesley

Lynn Barry Rodina
Ellie Didriksen
Christa Kelley Helen Holbert

Jeannene Goodman Paula Travis

Lance and Margaret Greve Sarah Turner

Pl ease keep St. Andr ewds, Bi shop ot
prayers!

St. Andr ewoOos QDI

St. Andrewbds wi |l be s pon sFoday, Magh 9gandf abr i ¢
Saturday, March 10. We extend an invitation to anyone in the parish or community in-
terested in displaying their work. We also offer artists an opportunity to sell their work
with the understanding that 10% of t}
Church. ?

There will be no fee to display in the show, although voluntary donations will be appre- |
ciated. An admission fee will be charged to the public who attend the show. ’
We will be taking entries on a first come, first accepted basis. Quilt stands will be available for
display but will require that all quilts have a hanging sleeven the back. Smaller works of art
should be mounted on foam core board. Table top space will also be available for pieces that
can be displayed to best advantage in that position.

LaVernn Wilson and Liz Edwards (email: swilson@siue.edu)



PAGE 8

THE SHIELD

Book Group

St. Andr e wo swillBheetnldauarils at 6:.30pm in the parish library.
For this meeting, those attending are asked to bring a favorite poem to read and
discuss. For more information about the Book Group, call Nancy Bracey at 343-
3057.

Parish Life Committee

Mission StatementTo foster spiritual growth through fellowship thatele-

brates life,supports connectedness, and serves God and the needs of our pgyish.

The next meeting of the Parish Life Committee will be held Monday, January
16, at 7:15pm in the parish library. We took a December hiatus from meeting
and planning, but will be right back at it at the January meeting.

Be sure to As-”

upcoming events. Change Of Address

Happy New Year, Everyone!
Dean and Jan Bender
Nancy Bracey 2901 SW 15th. Street
#104
Delray Beach, Florida 33445

561-243-0454
imb1259@yahoo.com

andrewsadm@sbcg

Beginning January 1st,email to Henry
Evans, our parish administrator, should be
addressed to andrewsadm@sbcglobal.net.

Until June 1, 2012, email sent to the older
address of andrewssec@sbcglobal.net) will
also reach Henry but the new address is the
primary address for the church office as of
the new year.

- e o o o o e o e e e TR e e e e e e e e .

ob
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https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/affiliate.do?id=59&coupon=newyear
mailto:jmb1259@yahoo.com
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Outreach

Pantry items collected for December:

2 box cookies 8 bars of soap

3 bath powder 3 body wash
1 mouthwash 3 deodorant
3 box crackers 2 candy mix
2 stews 1 spam
2 pudding 2 sweet potato
2 fruit 4 vegetables
12 ramen noodles 1 apple juice
3 pastas 1 rice mix
5 body lotion 1 jiffy mix
3 chili beans 1 cranberry sauce
1 chicken and dumplings
4 cereals 1 potato mix
1 catsup 1 bag of assorted
soaps
1 box of 18 popcorn
1 Debrox 1 hair spray
N e e e e e e e e e e e o s

Annual I\/Ieeting'

Sunday, January 22, 2011
9:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist
10:15 a.m. - Potluck Brunch and
Annual Meeting
Nursery provided from 8:30 a.m.

Snow date: Sunday, January 29

o - - O O S S S S S I S S B B S B B e .
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January Birthdays

Ralph Donald
Clayton Hopkins
Rachel Tompkins
lan Smith
Bridget Geldert
3 Walter Bohn
Ron Yelverton
14 Gail Wojtowicz
16 Nancy Johnson
Holly Ruff
23 Miriam Burns
Kathy Cochran
24 Aaron Sudholt
25 Samantha Berger
27 Jay Leskera
28 Fred Steinkuehler
29 Karen Geldert
30 Duane Douglas

P NO OrTwiN
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May God bless our Rector,

Bennett the 22nd anniversary of

her ordination to the priesthood on Janu-
ary 25th!

Also, we celebrate the 16th anniversary
of her arrival at
1st.

Thank you, Mother Bennett, for the
spiritual gifts you bring to us as Rector
of St Andr ewds!

Mothe

St



Sai nt Andr ewods

406 Hillsboro Avenue

Edwardsville, IL 62025-1730
618-656-1929
andrewsadm@sbcglobal.net

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins,
Bishop of Springfield
The Rev. Virginia L. Bennett, D.Min., Rector
The Rev. Cn. George E. Pence, Ph.D., Assisting Priest

The Vestry

Nancy Bracey, Rectors Warden
Frank Sauermann, Parish Warden
Macie Boyd,

Nancy Dickens
Duane Douglas
Donna Ireland
Larry Reader
Matt Warren
Cindy Yelverton

E

Henry Evans, Parish Administrator Marian Smithson, Treasurer

Candace Sauermann, Sunday School Superintendent




