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 THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST: CHRISTMAS DAY 
DECEMBER 25, 2020 - 10:00 A.M. 

Celebrant  ✠ Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, ✠ in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to 
be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

Lesson:  Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they 
see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of 
Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Minister  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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 Psalm:  98:1-6 

1  Sing to the Lord a new song, * for he has done marvelous things. 
2  With his right hand and his holy arm * has he won for himself the victory. 
3  The Lord has made known his victory; * his righteousness has he openly shown in the 

sight of the nations. 
4  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * and all the ends of 

the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
5  Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6  Sing to the Lord with the harp, * with the harp and the voice of song.. 

 
Epistle:  Hebrews 1:1-4 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint 
of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become 
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Minister  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel:  John 1:1-14 

Celebrant ✠ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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 The Sermon 

 
The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. ✠ We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People, Form IV 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world, especially the Anglican 
Communion and Justin (Archbishop of Canterbury); the Episcopal Church and Michael 
(Presiding Bishop); the Diocese of Springfield and Daniel (Bishop); St. Andrew’s and Ben 
(Rector); The Diocese of Tabora and Elias (Bishop); the Diocese of Peru and Jorge 
(Bishop).     Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good.     Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.     Silence 
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 Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us.     Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially Marin, Little 
Bobby, Tom, Lynn Ann, Don, Gary, Amanda, Pam, Iris, Mike, Laura, Tonya, Helen, Maggie, 
Tom, Sammie, Asa, Deane, Marissa, Patrick, Rebecca, Clara, Patrice, Frank, Elmer, Joseph, 
Shawn, Wendy, and Richard; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them 
the joy of your salvation.     Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Bethany, that your will for them 
may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom..     Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 
The Peace 

Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Then the People may, from a distance, greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
The Holy Communion  

The Offertory - The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentences of Scripture.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
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 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be 
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the 
flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, 
and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

 Holy,  Holy,  Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. ✠ Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." ✠    

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." ✠    

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in 
glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
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 in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with the Ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Andrew, and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. ✠   

 
The Lord’s Prayer   

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 
The Breaking of the Bread   

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

The ministers receive the Sacrament. Those who wish to receive come forward to the choir step, receive in the hand, 
and wait to consume the Host until returning to their pew. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive. An Act 
of Spiritual Communion follows for those joining online. Additional prayers may be found at the end of the bulletin. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

A longer form for use as a standalone devotion may be found at: http://anglicanhistory.org/oceania/
wood_communion1916.html 

Now make a special effort to realize the presence of Jesus in your soul, and make your act of Spiritual 
Communion, remembering how at countless altars of the Church the Holy Sacrifice is being pleaded and souls 
fed sacramentally by the Body and Blood of Christ. 

In union, O Dear Lord, with the faithful at every Altar of Thy Church, where Thy 
blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer Thee praise 
and thanksgiving. I present to Thee my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I 
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 may ever be united to Thee. And since I cannot now receive Thee sacramentally, I 
beseech Thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to Thee, and embrace 
Thee with all the affections of my soul. O let nothing ever separate me from Thee. 
Let me live and die in Thy love.--Amen. 

Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that as the hem of Thy garment, touched in faith, healed 
the woman who could not touch Thy Body, so the soul of Thy servant may be healed 
by like faith in Thee, Whom I cannot now sacramentally receive; through Thy tender 
mercy, Who livest and reignest with the Father in the unity of the Holy Ghost ever 
one God.--Amen. 

Ask Jesus for the spiritual gifts you most need. Ask Him for any other needs for yourself, you school, and 
your friends. Pray,-- 

O Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, who hast promised to be with Thy Church even to the 
end; grant to Thy children the sense of Thy abiding presence, and bless our Bishop, 
clergy, and teachers, that Thy Kingdom may be spread and all brought to the 
knowledge of Thy saving grace.--Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food  in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, may bless the people.  

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you 
with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  

 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words. 

  Let us bless the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God. 
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 +     +     + 

Blessed, praised, worshipped, hallowed, and adored be Jesus Christ on his throne of glory in 
heaven, in the most holy Sacrament of the altar, and in the hearts of his faithful people; ✠ 
and may the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

+     +     + 

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND DEVOTIONS 
 
64. Before Worship, BCP p. 833 

O Almighty God, who pourest out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and of 
supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to thee, from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may worship 
thee in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Humble Access, BCP p. 337 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen.  
 
66. Before Receiving Communion, BCP p. 834 

Be present, be present, O Jesus, our great High Priest, as you were present with your 
disciples, and be known to us in the breaking of bread; who live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
67. After Receiving Communion, BCP p. 834 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who in a wonderful Sacrament hast left unto us a memorial of thy 
passion: Grant us, we beseech thee, so to venerate the sacred mysteries of thy Body and  
Blood, that we may ever perceive within ourselves the fruit of thy redemption; who livest 
and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
68. After Worship, BCP p. 834 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that the words which we have heard this day with 
our outward ears, may, through thy grace, be so grafted inwardly in our hearts, that they 
may bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to the honor and praise of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  


